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Indeed, Rustavi 2 did not name the company which conducted field works but it made other information public, 

including the methodology. This information was reported on the TV and is also available on the website. Thus the 

GPB misinformed the audience. 

 

Alike Rustavi 2, Maestro, Kavkasia and several other TV channels, the GPB covered on 14 April, (at 20:23) the 

results of in-house poll of the Georgian Dream, which were released by the news agency GHN. The report provided 

the rating of only several political parties and contained comments of representatives of two political parties. 

 

Although a representative of the Georgian Dream denied that it was their political party‟s in-house poll and claimed 

that their poll results starkly differed, the GPB did not provide information on how the news agency obtained these 

poll results. Nor did it try to find out other details and necessary data of the survey (number of respondents, the 

methodology, the company that conducted the poll, margin of error, et cetera). 

 

 

 

About Rustavi 2 TV: Rustavi 212 TV was founded in 1994 by Erosi Kitsmarishvili, Jarji Akimidze and 

Davit Dvali. Following the Rose Revolution, when the National Movement came to power, Rustavi 2 TV 

changed hands 20 times. The first change took place in 2004, as a result of which the   TV channel‟s shares 

appeared in the hands of Kibar Khalvashi and his company. In that period Kibar Khalvashi was a friend of 

then Defense Minister Irakli Okruashvili.  

Four months before the 2016 parliamentary elections the Court of Appeals ruled in favor of businessman 

Kibar Khalvashi and declared him and his Panorama Ltd legal owners of the Rustavi 2 TV‟s property. 

Current owners of Rustavi 2 TV, brothers Giorgi and Levan Karamanishvili, as well as TV Company 

Georgia appealed the ruling over Rustavi 2 TV ownership to the Supreme Court.   

According to TVMR Georgia, TV Channel Rustavi 2 is on the first place with an annual average rating 

(AMR) for the year 2015-5.43%, while the share (SHR) is 28.78%. 

 

Quantitative Data 

 

Total coverage  The four-month monitoring of Rustavi 2 TV (April 1 – July 31, 2016) has revealed that in terms of 

total coverage (1728 stories) the TV channel dedicated a great part of its primetime news programs to the 

Government and the Georgian Dream coalition. A share of the government in total coverage is 28.2% and Georgian 

Dream – 25.1%. In sum, it makes 53, 3% of total coverage.  

 

As for other qualified political parties, United National Movement has the largest share – 19.7%, followed by Free 

Democrats – 7.5% and Republicans – 3.3%.  

 

Compared to other media outlets, Rustavi 2 TV covered the Labor Party (1.6%) more intensively. Other qualified 

subjects received less than 1%: National Forum – 0.7%, Democratic Movement for United Georgia – 0, 7%, 

Alliance of Patriots of Georgia – 0.6%; Industry will Save Georgia – 0.4%, Conservatives – 0.1%. The activities of 

non-parliamentary opposition accounted for 1.9% of total data. 

 

Among newly established parties, State for People was covered more intensively (2, 9%) compared to others. The 

share of other parties is relatively low: Girchi – 0, 4% and Tamaz Mechiauri for United Georgia – 0.3%.  

 

Among institutions, the President‟s share of the total coverage amounted to 5, 2%, Central Election Commission 

(CEC) - 0, 6%. 

 

 

                                                           
12 MediaMeter, MDF, Ristavi 2 TV, http://mediameter.ge/en/media-profiles/rustavi-2 
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Chart 3.2.1. Total coverage of political subjects, Rustavi 2 

 
 

Direct and indirect coverage  The direct coverage considerably prevails over indirect coverage in case of United 

National Movement (direct 26%; indirect 12.8%) and Free Democrats (direct 11, 2%, indirect 3, 3%). On the 

contrary, in case of the Government and Georgian Dream, indirect coverage prevails over direct coverage: 

Government – indirect 36%, direct 21,3%; Georgian Dream – indirect 31,2%, direct 19,7%.  

 

As the chart 3.2.2 shows, the picture is homogenous in case of all other subjects except the President. Direct 

coverage prevails over indirect coverage or is almost equal. The situation is identical to the qualified subjects united 

in the category “other”, whose coverage was less than 1%.  

 

Indirect coverage (6, 3%) of the President prevails over direct (4, 2%). On the contrary, in case of covering CEC the 

direct coverage (3, 8%) is higher than indirect (1, 9%). 

 
Chart 3.2.2 Direct/indirect coverage of political parties, Rustavi 2 

 
 

Tone of content in covering political subjects. Neutral tone prevailed in covering political subjects by Rustavi 2 TV 

in case of Labor Party (96%), non-parliamentary opposition (96%), Republican Party (91%), political parties united 

in the category “other”, whose coverage was less than 1% (91%), the President (88%), Free Democrats (88%) and 

United National Movement (84%). The highest negative tone was observed in covering the Government (35%) and 

Georgian Dream (32%), followed by the President (11%), United National Movement (8%) and Republic Party 

(8%); the last two subjects have identical results.  
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 In covering political parties, the highest level of positive tone was observed with respect to the newly established 

State for People (positive 18%, negative 2%), as well as Free Democrats (positive 11%; negative 1%).    Low level 

of negative tone is observed in case of both parties. 

 

The tone of coverage of CEC – positive 4.5% and negative 15.8%.  

 
Chart 3.2.3. Coverage of political subjects – tone of content, Rustavi 2 

 
 

A share of subjects in positive and negative content. In regard to positive coverage, most of the airtime was 

dedicated to the United National Movement (29.5%). In case of negative content – 7,8%. The Government‟s share in 

positive content amounted to 25%, in negative content - 47,1%. Free Democrat‟s share in positive content was 15, 

9%, in negative content - 0.5%. Georgian Dream‟s share in negative content (38,7%) exceeded its share in positive 

content (14,1%). State for People‟s share in positive content (10,6) considerably prevailed over its share in negative 

content (0,2%) 

 

The results of other qualified political parties look as follows: Alliance of Patriots – positive content 1.1%,  negative 

0.02%; Labor Party – positive content 0, 9%, negative 0, 1%; Republic Party - positive content – 0,4%, negative 1, 

3%. Other parties share is less than 1%.  

 

Among institutions, the share of President in positive coverage amounted to 1%, in negative coverage - 2,8%; 

CEC‟s share in positive coverage was 0,5%, in negative - 0,4%.  

 
Chart 3.2.4  Share of Positive content and Negative content tone in coverage of political subjects, Rustavi 2 
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Qualitative data 

 

Among other televisions, Rustavi 2 TV is most critical towards the government and Georgian Dream that is also 

confirmed by quantitative data. Coverage of the government and the ruling political team is highly negative in tone 

(67%) just on Rustavi 2 TV (Kavkasia – 49%; Obiektivi – 44%; Tabula – 21%; Maestro – 24%; Imedi – 22%; 

Georgian Public Broadcaster – 20%; GDS – 14%). The TV channel mostly covers a wide spectrum of different 

political subjects. As a rule, the stories present the positions of the parties, but there are a number of cases, when 

balance is artificial and is inclined towards one of the parties.  

 

Bias/insufficient sources/factual accuracy. The story aired on July 11 “The Gift to the State” (9:33pm) was about 

the fact of handing over a newly built concert hall Black Sea Arena by ex-PM Bidzina Ivanishvili‟s Cartu Bank to 

the state. The story provides one-sided coverage of the issue and mostly focuses on the fact that maintenance of the 

GEL 200-million building may place a heavy financial burden on the state. The story provides this opinion as the 

general position of promoters, though actually the story involves the position of only one promoter.  

 

The story involves a journalist‟s comment: “A modern concern hall has the capacity of 10 000. This large-scale 

project arises some questions about how much the maintenance of this facility will cost taxpayers, especially as no 

cost analysis has been done in advance.” 

 

Though the question is legitimate, the journalist does not try to substantiate her suppositions about additional 

expenses. The same supposition was expressed in the respondents‟ comments, among them the former Minister of 

Culture. The story does not provide the position of the Ministry of Culture; moreover, the journalist did not even try 

to recheck whether the Ministry has a business plan on the development of Black Sea Arena, how the state plans to 

manage it – directly or through a private company, how much the maintenance of the concert hall will cost the state 

and what is planned in a long-term perspective to ensure its financial sustainability.  

 

The story also provides the position of the other party, involving Cartu Group and the director of the newly built 

concert hall, instead of the Ministry of Culture, which would have been a reliable source for achieving a balance.  

 

Balance. On May 18 two stories were dedicated to the so called “cable case” (at 9:08pm and 9:15pm), involving the 

arrest of five former Ministry of Defense (MoD) and general staff officials over misspending charges; the case is 

associated with the Free Democrats opposition party. Its leader, Irakli Alasania was Defense Minister in that period. 

Tbilisi Court found five officials from MoD  guilty of misspending of 4 GEL 4 million in an alleged sham tender on 

laying fiber-optic cable and sentenced them to seven years in prison. 

 

Free Democrats, opposition and some non-governmental organizations condemned the arrest and guilty verdict as 

politically motivated.  If the first story was more balanced, representing position of opposition, government and 

diplomats, in the second one all 7 respondents (2 experts, representatives of 4 political parties and 1 bar association) 

voiced their support to the former MoD and general staff officials and expressed accusations against the court and 

government.None of the stories provides the position of the court and the prosecutor‟s office, not even journalist 

voiced their position. 

 

Balance. The July 3 story (at 10pm) is about Maestro‟s new management decision to suspend employment contracts 

with 32 employees of TV shows – Business Contact and Sakmiani Dila after changes in Maestro ownership and 

changes in management. According to the story, the sacked employees plan to apply to court. It also provides 

comments made, among others, by opposition parties, who hint at the government‟s interests. The story does not 

provide the positions of either the government or Georgian Dream.  

 

Balance. In the July 28 footage (at 9:59pm) the United National Movement expresses protest against the ruling of 

the Supreme Court of Georgia over the case of Revaz Karelidze, former deputy chairman of the Kobuleti Sakrebulo 

(local council). The story provides video comments made by UNM members, Giorgi Tugushi and Giga Bokeria, as 

well as Revaz Karelidze‟s audio comment. The positions of the prosecutor‟s office and the court are not provided. 

According to the story, Revaz Karelidze, who was serving a three-year sentence, was sentenced to 11 years in prison 

by the Supreme Court. The story says nothing about why the charges against Karelidze were re-qualified, as it does 

not provide the positions of the other party.  
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Coverage of public opinion poll/factual accuracy. The June 28 story “Political Ratings” was about the results of the 

poll fielded by German-American company GFK for Rustavi 2 TV.  

  

When covering the poll, the TV channel comprehensively named 10 out of 11 compulsory requisites envisaged by 

legislation; the remaining one was named partially, as it did not name the company, which fielded the poll. 

According to the story aired by GDS TV, GFK commissioned the company BCG to field the poll; its director is the 

wife of Levan Tarkhnishvili; the latter is a member of the opposition United National Movement. The fact that 

Rustavi 2 did not name in its story the company which fielded the public opinion poll was also mentioned by Zurab 

Japaridze, chairman of New Political Center Girchi, who declares mistrust to the survey. The story also provides the 

comments made by those representatives of Georgian Dream and other political parties, who declare mistrust to the 

survey; it also contains Zurab Japaridze‟s allegations related to the activities of GFK in Ukraine.  According to the 

poll commissioned by Rustavi 2, there is minor difference in ratings of Georgian Dream ((22,4%) and United 

National Movement (21,7%),  while NDI‟s study
13

 show 5% difference.   

 

The results of the second public opinion poll were released by GHN news agency (April 14; 9:11pm). The news 

agency claims that the poll was commissioned by Georgian Dream. It is unclear from the story, how the news 

agency obtained this information; it only notes that the poll was allegedly commissioned by Georgian Dream; the 

latter denies any links with the poll. Still, the material provides the results of the public opinion poll and stresses that 

a 3% margin between Georgian Dream and National Movement coincides with the results of the poll released by the 

National Democratic Institute (NDI). According to the law, during a pre-election period a media outlet has to make 

sure of survey reliability and only afterwards it can release its results; this provision was violated by Rustavi 2 TV.        

 

About Imedi: Imedi TV company
14

 was established in 2001 by late billionaire Badri Patarkatsishvili, who 

held executive positions at various Russian companies in the 1990s (LogoVAZ, Russian Automobile 

Dealers), including at Russian TV-6 channel and the public broadcaster ORTV. In 2008, Badri 

Patarkatsishvili ran for president of Georgia.  

 

Imedi TV changed hands after riot police raided it on November 7, 2007. On November 13, 2007, the 

channel was transferred to News Corp Europe Inc. with the 100% management right; since August 27, 

2009, the TV channel became wholly owned by Georgian Media Production Group, where former 

Economy Minister Giorgi Arveladze of the National Movement owned 45% of shares. After the change in 

power as a result of the parliamentary elections in 2012, Imedi TV was returned to the Patarkatsishvili 

family on the basis of agreement on conceding the share at a symbolic price. According to the TVMR 

Georgia, Imedi took second place with annual average rating (AMR) 4,23% and share (SHR) - 22, 39% in 

2015.  

 

Quantitative  Data 

 

Total coverage.  The four-month monitoring of Imedi TV (April 1 – July 31) has revealed that in terms of total 

coverage (1 460 stories) the TV channel dedicated the greatest part of its primetime news programs to the 

government (41.2%) and Georgian Dream (21.6%). A total share of both of them is 62.8%. As far as other political 

parties are concerned, the opposition United National Movement has the largest share – 12.6%, followed by 

Republicans (6%), Free Democrats (3.1%) and National Forum (1%). A share of other qualified political subjects is 

less than 1% totaling 4.4%; a total share of non-parliamentary opposition is 1.4%.  

 

Out of newly established political parties, the shares of Girchi (1.3%) and State for the People (1.2%) are almost 

equal. A share of other new parties is below 1%.  

The President‟s share in total coverage is 6.2%; CEC – 0.3%.  

                                                           
13 http://www.tabula.ge/ge/story/110317-ndi-archevnebshi-monatsileebi-19-ocneba-enm-14-uari-pasuxze-13 
14 MediaMeter, MDF, Imedi, http://mediameter.ge/en/media-profiles/tv-imedi  

http://mediameter.ge/en/media-profiles/tv-imedi

