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About Netgazeti. Online edition Netgazeti.ge
43

 was established by the newspaper “Batumelebi” in 2010. 

Founders of “Batumelebi” are private persons: Davit Gurgenidze(25%), Mzia Amaghlobeli(25%), Murad 

Amaghlobeli(25%) and Leila Turadze(25%). The online edition implements various projects with the 

financial assistance from international organizations. 

 

Quantitative Data  
 

Total coverage. According to the results of four-month monitoring (1 April-31 July 2016), the largest share of 

Netgazeti‟s reporting (1 397 total reviewed articles) accounted for the government – 37.2%, followed by the 

Georgian Dream – 19.2%. Ruling party is followed by the United National Movement (13.9%) and the Republican 

Party (8%). Free Democrats has a relatively lower amount of coverage (3.4%). 

 

Other qualified political parties accounted for less than 1% of coverage: National Forum (0.9%), Alliance of Patriots 

(0.8%), Democratic Movement - United Georgia (0.5%), Industry Will Save Georgia (0.4%), Conservative Party 

(0.2%) and Labor Party (0.05%). 

 

As regards newly established political parties, the highest share of the coverage was allocated to State for People 

(2.7%), with much lower shares of reporting allocated to Girchi (0.7%), TamazMechiauri – United Georgia (0.5%) 

and New Georgia (0.2%). 

 

As regards the reporting about institutions, the President received 7.1% of total coverage and the Central Electoral 

Commission (CEC) received 1.4%. It is worth noting that Netgazeti is the leader among online editions by the 

amount of reporting about the Central Electoral Commission (compared to IPN – 1%, PIA and First radio – 0.3% 

each and Marshalpress – 0.2%). 

 
Chart. 6.3.1. Total coverage of political subjects, Netgazeti 

 
Direct and indirect coverage. Indirect coverage exceeded direct coverage in the reporting about the government 

(40.6% and 31.4%, respectively) and the UNM (16.4% and 9.8%, respectively). Conversely, the share of direct 

coverage was higher than the share of indirect coverage in the reporting about Georgian Dream (22.1% and 17.4%, 

respectively), Republican Party (13.1% and 5%, respectively), Free Democrats (4.2% and 2.9%, respectively) and 

National Forum (1.1% and 0.8%, respectively) with the difference between the two indicators being the largest in 

case of Republican Party. 
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The reporting about the political parties, which received less than 1% of coverage, mainly showed a higher share of 

direct coverage as compared to the indirect coverage, with the exception of Christian-Conservative Party (0.2%), 

Conservative Party (0.2%) and Labor Party (0.1%) which received only indirect coverage.  

 

Among newly established political parties almost equal indicators were seen in the reporting about State for People 

(direct 2.7%, indirect 2.6%) and Girchi (direct 0.7%, indirect 0.6%) and some difference was seen in the reporting 

about Tamaz Mechiauri-United Georgia (direct 0.6%, indirect 0.3%) and New Georgia (direct 0.5%, indirect 0.3%). 

The reporting about non-parliamentary opposition, however, showed a higher share of indirect coverage (0.8%) as 

compared to direct coverage (0.6%). 

 

As regards the institutions, direct coverage of President slightly exceeded the indirect coverage (7.8% and 6.7%, 

respectively) whereas indirect coverage was higher than direct coverage in case of the Central Electoral Commission 

(1.9% and 0.4%, respectively). The Interagency Commission for Free and Fair election received only indirect 

coverage (0.1%).  

 
Chart 6.3.2. Direct/indirect coverage of political subjects, Netgazeti 

 
 

Tone of content in covering subjects. Overwhelmingly neutral content in tone was seen in the coverage of 

Republican Party (96%), the political subjects, falling under the category of “Other,” who received less than 1% 

(93%) and the Free Democrats (90%). The highest negative content in tone was observed in the coverage of the 

UNM (16%)which was followed by the Georgian Dream (13%), the government (11%) and State for People (8%).  

 

The highest positive content in tone was seen in relation to State for People (13%), followed by Georgian Dream 

(11%), Free Democrats (9%), UNM (8%), the government (6%) and Republican Party (3%). 

 

The reporting about President was largely neutral with negative tone exceeding (7%) the positive tone (2%). The 

reporting about the Central Electoral Commission was negative in tone (14%) with positive tone not observed at all. 

 
Chart 6.3.3. Tone of content in reporting about political subjects –Netgazeti 
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Share of subjects in the edition’s content of positive and negative tone. The highest share in Netgazeti‟s positive 

content accounted for the government (32.6%) which, at the same time, was the leader by the share of negative 

coverage (40.6%). In case of Georgian Dream, the positive coverage of (31.6%) exceeded the negative coverage 

(24.3%) whereas in case of UNM, the positive coverage (16.5%) was lower than the negative coverage (21.9%). 

Political subjects with more than 4% of positive coverage tone include Free Democrats – 4.4% against negative 

0.4%, and the Republican Party – 4.1% against 1.1% negative. 

 

In case of newly established political parties, the highest indicator of positive tone was observed in the reporting 

about State for People (5.2%) versus negative 2%; followed by New Georgia 1% versus negative 0.1% and Girchi – 

0.8% versus negative 0.6%. 

 

Content tones in the reporting about President were distributed as 2.1% positive and 4.9% negative. The share of 

negative reporting about Central Electoral Commission stood at 1.9%. 

 
Chart 6.3.4: Share of Covering Political Subjects in Positive and Negative Content, Netgazeti 

 

 
 

Qualitative Data 
 

Netgazeti stands out from other online media outlets by its coverage of developments in a comprehensive and 

balanced way, and relying on more than one source. The online edition adheres to ethical and professional standards 

of journalism, ensuring pluralistic platform for various political subjects.  Although gross violations of standards are 

not observed in the reporting of media outlet, several instances of inadequate balance and problems regarding 

coverage of opinion polls are noted in the reporting period. 

 

Balance. On April 27, Netgazeti published an article titled “Before putting it up for auction, 30 ha of land adjacent 

to Botanical Garden was changed its status of landscape-recreational zone.” It provides a detailed description of 

official documents, opinions of opposition parties in the city council – Democratic Movement -United Georgia and 

the United National Movement, as well as opinions of representatives of non-governmental organization 

“Transparency International Georgia”. Although official documentation of the government is provided in the article, 

it would have been desirable to provide opinions of Mayor‟s Office and the City Council whilst in case of their 

refusal, to note that they declined to comment. 

 

Balance. On June 20, Netgazeti published an article titled “Tbilisi emergency medical service center files complaint 

with court against Anzor Melia.” The article was about a response of emergency medical service center to 

accusations voiced by the head of clinic Guli, Anzor Melia, in the program Business Courier on Rustavi 2 TV 

channel on June 18. The information contained accusations voiced in the TV program and the response of the 
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emergency medical service center accusing the UNM and program Business Courier of deliberately releasing false 

accusations ahead of elections and demanding from Business Courier team that it present evidence of corrupt 

schemes and deals within a reasonable time or risk being sued. The article did not contain a position of program 

Business Courier. Nor did it note how the UNM was related to statements of the respondent. It is worth noting that 

the respondent is the father of one of UNM leaders and he spoke on the TV program in the capacity of the director 

of clinic. 

 

Balance. On June 13, the article “GYLA to sue Ministry of Culture for violating the rule on release of public 

information” did not contain an comment of the Ministry of Culture regarding the publicity of information which 

concerned budget means. 

 

Reporting public opinion poll results. Netgazeti largely complies with standards when reporting results of public 

opinion polls. There was only one exception in the reporting period, which concerned results of in-house opinion 

poll of Georgian Dream. On 30 June, Netgazeti published information titled “According to in-house poll, Georgian 

Dream has twice as many supporters as UNM,” which rested on a comment of Zurab Bigvava, a representative of 

the organization having conducted the poll, made in the program Mtavari Tema on Public Broadcaster. It is worth 

noting that Georgian Dream did not officially release the poll results, making public that part of the poll alone, 

which concerned Georgian Dream and UNM and ratings of political leaders of these 2 parties (Prime Minister 

Giorgi Kvirikashvili and Chairman of UNM Political Council Davit Bakradze, respectively). It is worth noting that 

two days earlier of the comment on TV about fragments of Georgian Dream poll, on June 28, Rustavi 2 TV channel 

released results of public opinion poll which it commissioned to US-German organization GFK, showing almost 

equal ratings of Georgian Dream and UNM. Georgian Dream expressed mistrust towards the GFK poll, linking it to 

the UNM and questioning the reputation of the organization. Netgazeti did not indicate this in the background 

information. Given that the information about poll results was based on the comment made on TV, it did not indicate 

compulsory data required by the law in reporting public opinion polls in pre-election period. The information 

contained only two data: the organization that commissioned the poll and the organization that conducted it (Zurab 

Bigvava‟s organization). At the same time, information about the organization that conducted the poll was 

incomplete as it did not name Zurab Bigvava‟s organization, Psychoproject. 

 

 

 

About Pirveli Radio. Pirveli Radio
44

 is a private company which, since 30 December 2011, is owned by 

Vasil Kobaidze who simultaneously holds 65% of shares in Pirveli Stereo. 14 days before (December 16, 

2011) the owner of Pirveli Radio was Chemexim International Ltd, the company registered in Marshall 

Islands, simultaneously holding 20% of the shares in Rustavi 2 TV company. Between 2007 and 2011, the 

100% owner of Pirveli Radio was Holding Georgian Media Incorporated Ltd. Before that, in 1999-2007, it 

was owned by five private persons. In 2013, Pirveli Radio recruited former journalists of Imedi TV 

company, who were dismissed from their former jobs following the return of the TV company into the 

ownership of Patarkatsishvili family.  

 

Quantitative results 
 

Total coverage. According to the results (In sum, 2 945 articles) of four-month (1 (April – 31 July) monitoring of 

Pirveli Radio online edition, the largest share of the total coverage accounted for the government (33.1%) and the 

Georgian Dream coalition (20.2%), which made up 53.3% in total. 

 

Among political parties, the highest amount of reporting was dedicated to the UNM (11.7%), followed by the 

Republican Party and the Free Democrats - at 6.1% each. Other parties trailing were Democratic Movement for 

United Georgia (2.4%) and the newly-established State for People (2.3%). All those political parties that received 

less than 1% of the total coverage, comprised 8.3% altogether. Among the latter are qualified electoral subjects: 

Industry Will Save Georgia (0.9%), Conservative Party (0.3%) as well as newly established parties: Tamaz 

Mechiauri – United Georgia (0.9%), Girchi (0.7%) and New Georgia (0.5%). 
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