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on electoral amendments (for example, Girchi, which held a presentation on April 1, 2016). So, the issue has been 

discussed only from the perspective of one opposition party.  

 

Balance. On May 20, (19:12) Tabula dedicated a story to a topic “Paralympians Challenge the Results of Elections.” 

According to the story, Paralympians do not agree with the results of elections held at the Paralympic Committee on 

May 19. A journalist claims that the election “was held under pressure from the ruling party and therefore it is not 

legitimate.”  

 

The story provides comments by Giorgi Tsasidze (former head of the Paralympic Committee), who directly accuses 

Minister of Sport and Youth Affairs, Tariel Khechikashvili of “personal involvement in unrests.” The story also 

involves comments by Temur Arabidze (Paralympian), who makes similar remarks and speaks of government‟s 

pressure.  

The journalist provides the comments of the above mentioned persons as the position of the Paralympic Committee, 

whereas the position of those persons, who backed dismissal of Giorgi Tsasidze is not provided in the story. Neither 

did the journalist seek the comments from the Minister of Sport and Youth Affairs and Georgian Dream. So, the 

story is not balanced.  

 

Coverage of public opinion poll/factual accuracy. On June 28 (at 19:01pm) Tabula TV covered a public opinion 

poll, which was commissioned by Rustavi 2 TV and fielded by German-American company GFK. Two stories were 

dedicated to the issue. The first story is about the results of public opinion poll, involving information about some 

questions of the survey. The story provides no information about how many respondents refused to answer, as well 

as about percentage of undecided respondents; information about the methodology is provided only partially. 

Mandatory requirements for covering public opinion poll are provided incomprehensibly that represents violation of 

regulation.  

 

The second story “Assessments about the Poll” provides assessments made by a wide spectrum of political subjects 

from both the ruling party and parliamentary and non-parliamentary opposition. Although the remarks about 

reliability of the company GFK were made that day (in connection with phone interviews conducted in Ukraine, 

particularly in Crimea), the story did not cover either this information, or the background information about the 

company.  

 

About Kavkasia. Kavkasia TV was established in 1994. Initially, the channel covered only Tbilisi and 

nearby areas, but after the switchover to digital broadcasting, the TV channel, starting from 1 February 

2016, expanded its broadcast range to include Batumi, Zugdidi, Telavi, Kutaisi and Poti too. Initial co-

founders of the channel were: Davit Akubardia (90%), Geno Khrikadze (7%) and Davit Gergedava (3%). 

At present, the 100% of the channel is owned by its director and journalist Nino Jangirashvili. According to 

TVMR Georgia, an annual average rating (AMR) of Kavkasia TV for the year of 2015 was 0,20%, while 

the share (SHR) amounted 1, 04%.   

  

Quantitative Data 

 

Total coverage. The four-month monitoring of Kavkasia  TV (April 1 – July 31) has revealed that the TV channel 

dedicated the greatest part of its primetime news programs (total number of covered stories 1334)  to the 

Government (35%) and Georgian Dream (21%). A total share of their coverage is 56%.  

As for other qualified subjects, United National Movement has the largest share – 15.1%, followed by Republicans 

(4%) and Free Democrats (3.4%). The share of Democratic Movement – United Georgia (1.6%) and National Forum 

(1.2%) is relatively low; coverage of other qualified subjects is less than 1%: Labor Party - 0.7%; Industry will Save 

Georgia – 0.6%; Alliance of Patriots of Georgia – 0.5%; Conservatives – 0.5%; Christian-Conservative Party – 

0.02%.  
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The non-parliamentary opposition received only 3.2%. Among newly established parties, State for People was 

covered more intensively (1.5%). The share of other parties is relatively low: Girchi – 1%, Tamaz Mechiauri for 

United Georgia – 0.4% and New Georgia – 0.1%.   

 

The President‟s share in total coverage amounted to 8.5%, Central Election Commission (CEC) - 0, 3%.  

 
Chart 3.7.1 Total Coverage of Political Subjects, Kavkasia  

 
Direct and indirect coverage. According to the four-month data, Kavkasia TV dedicated most of its airtime to both 

direct and indirect coverage of the Government (direct – 30.6%; indirect – 40.7%) and Georgian Dream coalition 

(direct – 19.4%; indirect – 22.9%). In the both cases indirect coverage prevails over direct coverage. In case of the 

President, direct coverage falls behind indirect coverage (direct 7.9%; indirect 9.1%).  

 

As the chart below shows, in all other cases direct coverage prevails over indirect coverage or the results are almost 

identical.  

 
Chart 3.7.2  Direct/Indirect Coverage of Political Parties, Kavkasia 

 
 

Tone of content in covering political subjects. New Political Center Girchi was covered most neutrally (98%) 

(negative coverage – 0%) by Kavkasia TV. The tone of coverage was also highly neutral with respect to Democratic 

Movement – United Georgia and National Forum (96%); a share of positive coverage of the both political subjects 

was 0%.  

 

In covering political parties, the highest level of positive tone was observed with respect to Free Democrats (13%; 

negative – 4%), followed by the Government (11%). In case of this latter, a share of negative content was high 

(21%).  
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Georgian Dream (negative -28 %, Positive 3 %) and  the Government (negative -21 %, Positive 11 %) received 

highest negative content. These subjects are followed by United National Movement (negative 15%, positive 4%),  

State for People (negative 9%, positive 5%)  and Republican Party (negative 8%, positive 2%0.  As for the non-

parliamentary opposition, their coverage on Kavkasia TV was more positive (4%) in tone than negative (2%).  

 
Chart 3.7.3. Coverage of Political Subjects – Tone of Content, Kavkasia 

 
 

 

A share of subjects in positive and negative content. In terms of both positive and negative content, Kavkasia TV 

dedicated most of its airtime to the Government (positive 63.6%, negative 42.1%) and Georgian Dream (positive 

9.5%, negative 33%). In case of Georgian Dream, a share of negative content significantly prevails over a share of 

positive content. In case of the United National Movement, a share of negative content (13%) prevails over positive 

content (9.1%) and in case of Free Democrats a share of positive content (6.9%) is much higher than a share of 

negative content (0.8%).   

A share of the Republican Party‟s coverage is almost identical in positive (1.3%) and negative (1.8%) tones, as well 

as a share of the President‟s coverage (positive and negative 5.1%).  

 
Chart. 3.7.4. A Share of Political Subjects in Positive and Negative Content – Kavkasia 
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Qualitative  Data 
 

As quantitative data shows, the Kavkasia TV is the second to Rustavi 2 by its critical coverage of the government 

and the Georgian Dream (48%). The TV channel mainly adheres to the principle of balanced coverage and ethical 

norms of journalism. There are technical problems often observed in news reports such as, for example, absence of 

captions sometimes making it difficult to fully understand reported events. Moreover, Kavkasia TV covers a great 

amount of stories in voice-over to sound on tape format which might be attributed to the lack of human and 

technical resources, though this format complicates the observance of balance. 

 

Improper balance. On 17 May (at 20:40), the TV channel produced one report and two voice-overs to sound on 

tape. The report covered the Day of Family Purity and Respect to Parents which was established by the Patriarch of 

Georgian Orthodox Church in 2014 to counterpoise the International Day against Homophobia and Transphobia, 

and the march organized to mark that day. The first section of the report was dedicated to the Day of Family Purity 

whilst another section covered the LGBT protest in front of the Interior Ministry, deprived of opportunity to mark 17 

May for the second consecutive year, and the arrest of activists who were detained because of making inscriptions 

on the Patriarchate building. Although overall the report showed depth, there was a certain imbalance between the 

first section (the march of clergy and politicians) and the second section (LGBT protest). The first section contained 

six soundbites of participants of the march whilst the second section contained only two soundbites of LGBT rights 

defenders. Moreover, among the soundbites of the first section there were soundbites of only two members of 

Democratic Movement for United Georgia, Giorgi Akhvlediani and Dimitri Lortkipanidze, who spoke about the 

purity of family. For a properly balanced coverage, it would be desirable to also provide opinions of those 

politicians who do not agree to the idea of establishing an alternative to the International Day against Homophobia 

and Transphobia and in contrast to the above named politicians, are not distinguished for their homophobic attitudes. 

 

Balance. On 11 July (at 21:38), a voice-over to sound on tape story on problems of universal health insurance 

program was aired in news program of Kavkasia TV channel. The material contained a comment of UNM member, 

Zurab Chiaberashvili, alleging that the program came to face a problem of funding from the budget; he also alleged 

that a decree of the Health Care Minister restricted the participation of clinics in the program. The material lacked a 

position of the Health care Ministry. 

  

Balance. On 15 June (at 20:49), the news program covered the fact of testimony given by the former defense and 

interior minister Irakli Okruashvili to the prosecution against the former President Mikheil Saakashvili and former 

interior minister Vano Merabishvili on the case of physical assault of businessman Valeri Gelashvili. The material 

contained only Irakli Okruashvili‟s comment whereas positions of lawyers of Mikheil Saakashvili and Vano 

Merabishvili were not provided. 

 

Improper balance. On 17 May (at 20:31), the news program covered the speech of Tbilisi Mayor Davit Narmania to 

the City Council. The report contained 11 soundbites (some of them from the sitting of City Council and others 

recorded as comments) in which accusations were voiced against the Mayor. Soundbites of Tbilisi Mayor and a 

representative of the majority in City Council were taken from the City Council sitting. It did not provide comments, 

recorded separately, of defenders of the Mayor‟s positions. 

 

Reporting public opinion poll results. On 14 May (at 20:48), Kavkasia (like Rustavi 2 and Maestro TV companies) 

covered the poll results, which were made public by the news agency GHN asserting that it was commissioned by 

the Georgian Dream. 

 

Although Georgian Dream denied the authenticity of the poll, the results of the poll were presented as authentic. 

Moreover, apart from the organization that commissioned the poll, the report did not provide any other data 

compulsory for reporting public opinion polls in pre-election period. 

 

On 30 June (at 20:40), Kavkasia TV channel also covered the results of Georgian Dream‟s in-house opinion poll. It 

is worth noting that in contrast to other TV channels (for example, Imedi, Maestro, etc.), the presenter as well as the 
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reported focused on the criticism caused by selective publicizing of results of only two political subjects (Georgian 

Dream and UNM). In contrast to other TV channels, Kavkasia, based on the source of the poll, also reported the 

period of time when the poll was conducted, the amount of respondents, the method and the margin of error. 

However, it did not provide exact formulation of questions, thereby misleading the audience. For example, similarly 

to Imedi TV channel, Kavkasia also said that 65% of respondents believed the Georgian Dream would win the 

elections; however, this 65% was the result of answers to the question: “Regardless of your choice, which party, in 

your opinion, will receive the highest number of seats in parliament?”    

 

With regard to opinion poll results, Kavkasia TV provided comments of a wide spectrum of political parties 

(Georgian Dream, Free Democrats, UNM, Democratic Movement for United Georgia, State for People, Labor 

Party). 

 

 

About Obiektivi TV: Media Union Obiektivi was founded in August 2010. Secretary General of Alliance 

of Patriots of Georgia (APG), Irma Inashvili was co-founder of the TV channel. Since 2014 she has not 

been involved in the channel‟s management. Several anchors of Obiektivi (Bondo Mdzinarashvili, 

Vakhtang Begiashvili) are nominated  by Allliance of Patriots as a candidates for the 2016 parliamentary 

elections. According to various surveys, Obiektivi carries out an anti-western, Turkophobic and 

homophobic editorial policy. Discriminatory editorial policy of the Obiectivi talk-shows were mentioned in 

the fifth monitoring cycle report
22

 of the European Commission Against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI), 

which recommended the Georgian authorities “to review their contracts with media outlets and cancel or 

not renew them in cases where media are known to engage in racist or homo-/transphobic hate speech.” 

The TV channel launched its pre-election news programs in May 16, 2016. Media Union Obiektivi was not 

included in TVMR Georgia TV ratings in 2015.
23

 According to the financial declarations  published on the 

website of the Georgian National Communications Commision (GNCC) for the 2016 (January 1 -June 30), 

among 8 TV Companies
24

 which are in lead on media market in terms of revenues, Media Union Obiektivi 

is the only TV company with highest donation share (31 %).  

 

Quantitative Data 

 

Total coverage. Obiektivi TV became a subject of monitoring after the channel started to produce news programs on 

May 16. Thus, the below data (960 stories) reflect the results of two months (June 1 – July 31).  

 

Like other TV channels, Obiektivi dedicated the greatest part of its primetime news programs to the Government 

(35.7%) and Georgian Dream (15.8%). Unlike other TV channels, in this case Georgian Dream is followed by 

Alliance of Patriots (10.2%); United National Movement falls behind with a small difference (9.8%).  

 

A share of non-parliamentary opposition is 3.8%; a share of those parties, whose coverage is below 1% - 3.4%. The 

results look as follows: Republican Party – 2.3%; Free Democrats – 2.1%; Democratic Movement – For United 

Georgia - 1.8%; Labor Party – 1.9%; National Forum – 1%.  

 

Compared to other TV companies, among newly set up parties, New Georgia has the highest share – 1.6%, followed 

by Tamaz Mechiauri – United Georgia – 1.5%; State for People – 1.3% and Girchi – 0.3%.  

 

The President‟s share in total coverage is 5.7%; Central Election Commission (CEC) – 2.1%.  

 

 

 

                                                           
22 http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Georgia/GEO-CbC-V-2016-002-ENG.pdf  
23 http://www.tvmr.ge/en#!en/news/44/  
24 A share of financial income of 8 TV companies in media market for January 1 - June 30, 2016 : Rustavi 2 (46%), Imedi (25%), Maestro (8 %), 
Georgia‟s Media Network (7,5%), GDS (2,3%), Obiektivi (2 %), Iberia (1,9%) TV Pirveli (1%) 

 

http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Georgia/GEO-CbC-V-2016-002-ENG.pdf
http://www.tvmr.ge/en#!en/news/44/

