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Coverage of public opinion poll/factual accuracy. The June 28 story “Political Ratings” was about the results of the 

poll fielded by German-American company GFK for Rustavi 2 TV.  

  

When covering the poll, the TV channel comprehensively named 10 out of 11 compulsory requisites envisaged by 

legislation; the remaining one was named partially, as it did not name the company, which fielded the poll. 

According to the story aired by GDS TV, GFK commissioned the company BCG to field the poll; its director is the 

wife of Levan Tarkhnishvili; the latter is a member of the opposition United National Movement. The fact that 

Rustavi 2 did not name in its story the company which fielded the public opinion poll was also mentioned by Zurab 

Japaridze, chairman of New Political Center Girchi, who declares mistrust to the survey. The story also provides the 

comments made by those representatives of Georgian Dream and other political parties, who declare mistrust to the 

survey; it also contains Zurab Japaridze‟s allegations related to the activities of GFK in Ukraine.  According to the 

poll commissioned by Rustavi 2, there is minor difference in ratings of Georgian Dream ((22,4%) and United 

National Movement (21,7%),  while NDI‟s study
13

 show 5% difference.   

 

The results of the second public opinion poll were released by GHN news agency (April 14; 9:11pm). The news 

agency claims that the poll was commissioned by Georgian Dream. It is unclear from the story, how the news 

agency obtained this information; it only notes that the poll was allegedly commissioned by Georgian Dream; the 

latter denies any links with the poll. Still, the material provides the results of the public opinion poll and stresses that 

a 3% margin between Georgian Dream and National Movement coincides with the results of the poll released by the 

National Democratic Institute (NDI). According to the law, during a pre-election period a media outlet has to make 

sure of survey reliability and only afterwards it can release its results; this provision was violated by Rustavi 2 TV.        

 

About Imedi: Imedi TV company
14

 was established in 2001 by late billionaire Badri Patarkatsishvili, who 

held executive positions at various Russian companies in the 1990s (LogoVAZ, Russian Automobile 

Dealers), including at Russian TV-6 channel and the public broadcaster ORTV. In 2008, Badri 

Patarkatsishvili ran for president of Georgia.  

 

Imedi TV changed hands after riot police raided it on November 7, 2007. On November 13, 2007, the 

channel was transferred to News Corp Europe Inc. with the 100% management right; since August 27, 

2009, the TV channel became wholly owned by Georgian Media Production Group, where former 

Economy Minister Giorgi Arveladze of the National Movement owned 45% of shares. After the change in 

power as a result of the parliamentary elections in 2012, Imedi TV was returned to the Patarkatsishvili 

family on the basis of agreement on conceding the share at a symbolic price. According to the TVMR 

Georgia, Imedi took second place with annual average rating (AMR) 4,23% and share (SHR) - 22, 39% in 

2015.  

 

Quantitative  Data 

 

Total coverage.  The four-month monitoring of Imedi TV (April 1 – July 31) has revealed that in terms of total 

coverage (1 460 stories) the TV channel dedicated the greatest part of its primetime news programs to the 

government (41.2%) and Georgian Dream (21.6%). A total share of both of them is 62.8%. As far as other political 

parties are concerned, the opposition United National Movement has the largest share – 12.6%, followed by 

Republicans (6%), Free Democrats (3.1%) and National Forum (1%). A share of other qualified political subjects is 

less than 1% totaling 4.4%; a total share of non-parliamentary opposition is 1.4%.  

 

Out of newly established political parties, the shares of Girchi (1.3%) and State for the People (1.2%) are almost 

equal. A share of other new parties is below 1%.  

The President‟s share in total coverage is 6.2%; CEC – 0.3%.  

                                                           
13 http://www.tabula.ge/ge/story/110317-ndi-archevnebshi-monatsileebi-19-ocneba-enm-14-uari-pasuxze-13 
14 MediaMeter, MDF, Imedi, http://mediameter.ge/en/media-profiles/tv-imedi  

http://mediameter.ge/en/media-profiles/tv-imedi
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Chart 3.3.1. Total coverage of political subjects, Imedi 

 
 

Direct/indirect coverage. Direct coverage of the government (45.8%) prevails over indirect coverage (36%); the 

same is in case of the Republican Party (direct 6.7% and indirect 5.2%) and Free Democrats (direct 4.2% and 

indirect 1.8%). In case of Georgian Dream (indirect 23.1%, direct 20.3%), National Movement (indirect 16.6%, 

direct 9.1%) and State for the People (indirect 1.8%, direct 0.7%), indirect coverage prevails over direct coverage; 

however, the percentage difference is higher in case of the National Movement.  

 

Other qualified parties are mostly covered directly rather than indirectly. Some data are almost identical. 

New Political Center Girchi is mostly covered directly (direct 1.5%, indirect 1.1%) and State for the People – 

indirectly (direct 0.7%, indirect 1.8%).  

 

Among Institutions, indirect coverage of the President (8.2%) prevails over direct coverage (4.4%); the same can be 

said about CEC – indirect 0.5%, direct 0.2%. The Inter-Agency Commission for Free and Fair Elections, which was 

set up in July, was covered only indirectly (0.03%).  

 
Chart 3.3.2 Direct/indirect coverage of political parties, Imedi 

 
 

Tone of content in covering political subjects. The highest neutral tone in total coverage was observed in case of 

the non-parliamentary opposition (95%), Free Democrats (94%), Girchi (92%), political parties, whose coverage is 

below 1% (92%), Republican Party (89%) and President (89%).  

 

While  positive tone (10%) prevailed over negative (9%) for thegovernment, in case of the ruling party Georgian 

Dream, it was just the opposite – negative tone (13%) prevailed over positive (10%). Parliamentary opposition - the 
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United National Movement was covered most negatively (29%), while positive coverage was only 1%. Negative 

(17%) and positive (18%) coverage of the new established party State for People was almost equal. Republican 

Party was covered negatively (9%), while its positive coverage amounted to 2%. National Forum received 8% 

negative, and 2% positive coverage. Girchi‟s negative and positive coverage was equal and amounted  4%.  

 

Big difference was observed between negative (10%) and positive (1%) tones of coverage of the President. CEC 

was covered equally in negative (4%) and positive tone (4 %).  
 

Chart 3.3.3. Coverage of political subjects – tone of content, Imedi 

 

 
 

A share of subjects in positive and negative content. The government (56.8%) and Georgian Dream (30%) have the 

largest share in Imedi‟s positive content totaling 86.8%. They are followed by State for the People (2.9%), UNM 

party with 2.6% and Republican Party with 1.9%. A total share of positive content for other subjects, whose 

coverage was below 1%, amounted to 5.8%.  

 

The largest share of Imedi‟s negative content comes to the government (31.5%) and United National Movement 

(30.2%), followed by Georgian Dream (24%) and relatively moderate Republican Party (3,8%).  

A share of negative tone (5%) of the President‟s coverage prevails over positive tone (0.9%); negative (0.2%) and 

positive (0.1%) tones of coverage of CEC are almost identical.  

 
Chart 3.3.4.  Share of Positive and Negative content tone in coverage of political subjects, Imedi 
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Qualitative Data 
 

According to statistical data of four-month monitoring, Imedi TV channel allocated 86.8% of its positive content to 

the government and the ruling party Georgian Dream, while a share of other political subjects in positive content is 

only 13,2% in sum. TV company covered the activities of various political subjects and as a rule, provided positions 

of different sides. It also mainly observed ethical standards. However, there were instances when information was 

not provided in full thereby raising questions about accuracy, balance and impartiality in reporting. 

 

Accuracy/impartiality. On June 17, Imedi TV covered accusations of the United National Movement of Kala 

Capital and a crime boss Kalatoza
15

 transferring 35 

000 USD to two persons (Giorgi Gigauri and 

Vladimer Gegeshidze) who were among those 

having physically assaulted leaders of the UNM 

during the midterm local elections on May 22 in the 

village of Kortskheli, Zugdidi district. At the news 

briefing, the UNM declared that the transfer was 

carried out via Alfa Bank and presented a document 

evidencing the transfer.  

As the material on this topic, produced by the 

online edition Netgazeti, showed, at the news 

briefing the UNM presented a financial scheme 

with the crime boss Kalatoza being on the top and 

Vice Prime Minister Kakha Kaladze involved. Vice Prime Minister Kakha Kaladze, who heads the election 

headquarters of the Georgian Dream, is a founder and partner of Kala Capital.  

 

The Imedi report did not mention Kakha Kaladze as an addressee of UNM‟s accusations and entirely omitted the 

accusations about this top political official. Nor did the report explain the links between Kala Capital and the Vice 

Prime Minister. The material was focused on the denial of accusations. Apart from comments of politicians on the 

issue, the report provided a written explanation of Kala Capital as well as a comment of Alfa Bank to a news agency 

20/30, according to which the presented documents were forgeries by the UNM. 

 

Accuracy/balance. On 22 May, the program “Imedis Dro” (at 20:01) started with a no comment footage of physical 

assault on members of the UNM during the midterm local elections in the village of Kortskheli, Zugdidi district. 

Similarly to a presenter of Maestro TV channel, the presenter of Imedi also said that representatives of both sides 

sustained injuries, though did not identify any injured supporter of the Georgian Dream or report about any of them 

being hospitalized either on the day of incident or thereafter. 

 

The discussion of the topic began with a live link-up from the Central Electoral Commission to convey the position 

of the Commission on the violations. It was followed by a live relay of speech of Kakha Kaladze, a leader of 

Georgian Dream, speaking about a provocation staged by the UNM in Kortskheli as well as other topics. Kakha 

Kaladze spoke about the midterm election for 304 seconds. There was another live relay of news briefing of 

Mamuka Mdinaradze from the Georgian Dream office (186 seconds). The position of the UNM was provided after 

an hour of the start of the program (at 21:03) in the form of live link-up (Tina Bokuchava speaking for 229 seconds). 

Thus, in addition to accuracy the balance was also violated in the coverage. 

 

Balance. On June 30, Imedi TV provided a live coverage of a news briefing of a member of city council from the 

UNM, Irakli Abesadze (22:34). According to the presenter, the financial director of city transportation company was 

dismissed because of misspending monies, which was revealed by the internal audit. A shot of internal audit 

                                                           
15 “Kalatoza” nickname for Davit Karseladze, so called “thief in law” (mafia) who was sentenced for the membership of organized crime group 

during the previous government. Membership of the community of thieves in law was criminalized in Georgia in 2006. 
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conclusion was provided, but no excerpt from that conclusion was shown, which would either confirm or deny the 

UNM‟s accusations. Instead of double checking the information in the document, the report provided comments of 

the former financial director of transportation company and the Mayor of Tbilisi, both dismissing accusations as 

unfounded. The report did not say either that the addressee of the accusations was son-in-law of Guguli Maghradze, 

MP from Georgian Dream. 

 

Accuracy/balance. much like Maestro, Marshalpress and PIA, Imedi, on June 25, covered (at 20:15) accusations on 

misspending charity contributions by Charity Fund Iavnana, which, in turn, was linked to the founder of the fund 

Paata Burchuladze and his newly-established political party State for People. In contrast to other media outlets being 

monitored, Imedi did not name the source – a tabloid newspaper Prime Time alleging that only 3 million GEL out of 

total 9 million charity donations were spent on charity. In the introduction to the report, the publication of one 

newspaper was generalized on the entire print press. In particular, the presenter said: 

 

“Press raise questions about the Charity Fund Iavnana. According to media reports, Charity Fund Iavnana 

received 9 million GEL in charity contributions over the years and only 3 million was spent for charity.” 

 

The Prime Time article was used as a backdrop of the report while a confidential source was named as having 

provided information on misspending amounts. However, from comments provided in the report audience learned 

that in 2012-2015, the Charity Fund received 5 769 406 GEL of which 4 850 343 GEL was spent on charity; the 

documentation about the balance between revenues and expenditure was submitted to Tax Service. The report, 

however, made no efforts to find out over what period was that 9 million GEL income received, or whether the 

Revenue Service revealed any financial violations and if it did, since when.  

 

Balance. On April 1, Imedi reported on an altercation between members of Georgian Dream and Republican Party, 

both former members of the Georgian Dream coalition, concerning the law on education (20:05). The material 

provided a comment by Eka Beselia from the Georgian Dream though did not provide position of Nodar Ebanoidze, 

one of the participant of the   

altercation from Republican Party. Neither position of any representative of  Republican Party was presented either.   

 

Reporting public opinion poll results. On  June 30, Imedi reported results of semi-publicized in-house poll 

conducted by the Georgian Dream (at 20:09). When presenting the report, the presenter focused on those two 

components which the ruling political team made public. Namely, the presenter said:  

 

“Initially, the Georgian Dream did not want to make results of the in-house poll public; nevertheless, 

society learned about two main accents: 1. The number of supporters of the ruling party is twice as many as 

those of United National Movement. 2. Almost similar picture is seen in the rating of leaders – Giorgi 

Kvirikashvili is in the lead.” 

 

Each shot was accompanied with the text: “In house poll of Georgian Dream. According to data, the ruling team has 

35% whilst the UNM - up to 13%.” 

 

In a live link-up of a reporter, the answer was shown to the question: “In your opinion who will better solve existing 

problems as Prime Minister?” The answer to this question was presented, both in verbal and written form, as a single 

result: 41% supports Giorgi Kvirikashvili, the incumbent Prime Minister.  

 

Another question was also presented in a manipulative way. In particular, while the question was provided in full in 

the form of text: “Regardless of your choice, which party, in your opinion, will receive the highest number of seats 

in parliament?” the reporter read the question only partially, omitting the first part of it “Regardless of your choice” 

which was an essential element for evaluating correctly public attitudes. The answer to this questions was also 

provided partially: 65% think that it will be the Georgian Dream. 

 

Covering poll results selectively and not providing exact formulation of questions is misleading, especially when 

essential elements which may influence the results such as a margin of error, information about undecided voters, et 

cetera are not provided. 
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Out of 11 compulsory indicators to be provided in reports about public opinion poll in pre-election period, Imedi had 

only three – the organization that ordered the poll, the organization that conducted the poll and exact formulation of 

questions, the latter partially though.  

 

 

About Maestro TV: Besides the Rustavi 2 TV ownership dispute, a dispute on financial and ownership 

issues erupted between Maestro‟s co-owners and its management in late 2015 and early 2016.
16

 In February 

2016, configuration of shares was modified in favor of one of the owners, Giorgi Gachechiladze, who 

became a majority shareholder (55%) after he agreed with two co-owners – Giorgi Ebralidze and Levan 

Chikvaidze, to buy their shares, 15% from each.  

In February, Giorgi Gachechiladze‟s brother, Levan Gachechiladze was appointed as new director of the 

TV channel. The latter ran for presidency in 2008. It was reported during the dispute between the TV 

channel‟s management and owners that the chairman of Imedi TV‟s supervisory board tried to buy 

Maestro‟s shares, but the sides failed to reach an agreement on the price. It was made public in January, 

2016 that Imedi TV bought Maestro‟s and GDS‟s commercial airtime.
17

  According to TVMR Georgia, 

Maestro is on the third place in an annual average rating for the year of 2015 with 1,18% AMR and 6, 27%  

share (SHR).  

 

Quantitative Data 

 

Total coverage.  The four-month monitoring (April 1 – July 31) has revealed that in terms of total coverage, (1458 

stories) the TV channel dedicated a great part of its primetime news programs to the Government (34.4%) and 

Georgian Dream (22.5%), which totals about 57%. Among other political parties, United National Movement has 

the largest share – 13.2%, followed by Republican Party (5, 1%), Free Democrats (4.2%) and newly established 

party State for People (Paata Burchuladze) (2, 3%).  

 

Other qualified subjects fall behind National Forum (1, 8%) and Alliance of Patriots (1%) and their coverage is less 

than 1%: Democratic Movement – United Georgia (0.9%), Industry will Save Georgia (0.8%), Conservatives 

(0.7%). Except State for People, the share of other newly established parties is low: Girchi (0.8%), New Georgia 

(0.6%) and Tamaz Mechiauri – United Georgia (0.5%).  

 

Non-parliamentary opposition received 2, 7% of the total coverage. All of the parties which are united in the 

category “Other” received 6, 8% in total.  

Among institutions, the President‟s share of the total coverage amounts to 6%, CEC‟s – 0, 4%.  

 
Chart 3.4.1. Total coverage of political subjects, Maestro 

 

 

                                                           
16 MediaMeter, MDF, Maestro. http://mediameter.ge/en/media-profiles/maestro 
17 MDF, Media Freedom 2015, Media ownership, Chapter 3. http://mediameter.ge/en/research/media-freedom-2015  

http://mediameter.ge/en/media-profiles/maestro
http://mediameter.ge/en/media-profiles/maestro
http://mediameter.ge/en/research/media-freedom-2015

